
Chapter IV: Cross border trucking with Mexico 

The Obama administration is once again getting ready to allow Mexican trucks to roam freely on the 

United States highways under the auspices of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with 

or without the Congress’ approval.  

The US Department of Transportation has posted on their website regarding a “Concept document” 

specifying a phased United States – Mexico Cross Border Long Haul Trucking Proposal that envisions 

allowing local access to an unspecified amount of Mexican trucks in the US after the DOT has time to 

post in the Federal Register the new rules that were circulated by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Administration, or FMCSA. 

The determination of the Obama administration to see Mexican long-haul oil rigs roll throughout the 

United States serves as a huge slap in the face to a lot of Democrats in the Congress, including Rep. 

Peter DeFazio of Oregon, who has fought hard back in 2008 to have language inserted into legislation 

that would stop the project out of concerns that Mexican trucks do not follow the safety standards of 

the US. 

Mexican Trucks and the OOIDA  

Recently, the OOIDA also put out a call to action regarding opening the US Border to Mexican Trucks. 

President Obama has also been advised by his aides to open up the border. The US citizens were 

overwhelmingly against the Mexican Trucking Pilot Program, and contacted lawmakers to shut down the 

Mexican Border, and that is what they did. Now, it is all in jeopardy. US and Canadian companies and 

their drivers have come under very strict regulations about operating safety, maintaining their vehicles, 

emissions, hours of service, CDL licenses, drug testing, etc. The Mexican Government has also chosen 

not to do anything to improve safety in their trucking industry. They have had many years advance 

notice of what was expected of them, and now they want Americans to let them allow their drivers and 

their trucks into the country. If these Mexican trucks get inspected at a weight station in America, any 

type of violation with the truck driver will be found.  

But these vehicle inspections won’t necessarily detect whether a Mexican driver has used or possesses 

drugs, or how long he was on duty before he came into the US. Under the US drug testing program, 

drivers are tested right before they are employed, at random, and after an accident - since this is the 

law. Mexico has no such program, and they are most likely not going to have one anytime soon. 

In the US, drivers must also pass a series of written tests, as well as pass a driving test in order to get 

their CDL License. The written and separate tests include General Knowledge, Air Brakes, 

Doubles/Triples, Passenger Transport, Hazardous Materials, and Combination Vehicles. This driving tests 

consists of three parts: Pre-trip inspection, a skills test, and finally, a driving test which lasts from 45 to 

60 minutes. In order for an American driver to receive a Hazmat endorsement, the driver must be 

fingerprinted and go through a criminal background check by the TSA. The last requirement needed is a 

DOT physical every two years (often with medical conditions). Driving records on CDL holders are also 

stricter than those from automobile drivers, as well it should be. Violations that come from all 50 states 



and Canada will show on the drivers’ MVR, as well as some non-moving violations such as unadjusted 

brakes will give a driver points on the record. And it does not take that much for a driver to lose his or 

her CDL. 

In the US, carriers should be able to keep meticulous records. All logbooks from drivers must also be 

kept on file in a minimum of 6 months. Maintenance and fuel records on equipment must be kept in file 

also. The DOT can inspect and audit anytime without further notice. They also have the authority to 

close down the operations of a carrier if found in a violation. Hours of service violations can result in 

huge fines for drivers and carriers. Carriers in the US have also spent huge amounts of money to bring 

their equipment up to current and future emission standards. Keep in mind that each truck that is 

purchased exceeds $100,000. This is an enormous investment which is going by our carriers. The 

Mexican Government also has a long way to go to meet the US requirements. They have had time to at 

least start a proper CDL and drug-testing problem, at the very least. The people of this country expect 

safe trucks and drivers, and opening the Mexican border would jeopardize all that we have worked to 

achieve. Unless the Mexican government comes up with their standards, the US border needs to remain 

closed to Mexican trucks. Americans don’t want sub-standard trucks running on highways. The people of 

the US have told Congress to close the border last year. President Obama should not open it.  

One of the provisions of NAFTA is to allow their drivers licensed in Mexico and big-rig trucks and buses 

registered their unfettered across the US. 

A pilot program to allow them on US highways began on September 2007, and ended in March 2009 

when the Congress cut them off for funding it. 

The claim by those who oppose the rule is that the trucks are not inspected properly and regularly, at 

least to US standards, and that their sheer number will overwhelm already overwrought border 

crossings. Those who are in favor have said that it’s only fair because US trucks have access to Mexico. 

There is also a sometimes not-so-thinly veiled charge of racism tossed at people who are against 

insinuating a law.  

Currently, these trucks and buses from Mexico are limited to a radius of around 50 miles north of the 

border, at warehouses within the area, they drop off their loads and passengers, and they are picked up 

by American registered vehicles and taken to their destinations nationwide. 

Naturally the Teamsters Union and their 14-million members are against the provision and have fought 

hard to keep it from becoming law. The very name teamster comes from drivers who manage teams of 

horses in the pre-industrial US. They have fought battles and won many of these battles, but this time, 

they’re up against entire governments.  

Mexico slapped tariffs  on $2.4 billion worth of goods shipped from the US after the pilot program was 

closed down.  



These Mexican trucks subject who are subject to strict new safety measures will begin to move on US 

highways, and Mexico will begin to lift tariffs on US goods entering that country, under an agreement 

signed in Mexico city.  

The signing finishes a two-year stalemate that began in March 2009, when a previous program that 

allowed Mexican trucks on the US roads ended. In response, Mexico imposed these tariffs.  

Under the deal, Mexico will cut their tariffs in half on US goods and produce within a period of 10 days 

and will also eliminate the tariffs entirely within five days of the first Mexican carrier winning US 

operating authorities.  

And to win these authorities, Mexican truckers will have to live up to US safety and emissions standards. 

Their trucks will also be electronically monitored, and the drivers’ drug samples will be tested in US labs, 

and drivers will have to show that they can speak English and understand American road signs.  

Officials from the Department of Transportation could not say how soon these companies might be 

certified, only that the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administrations would begin taking applications 

from the Mexican carriers.  

Up until now, these Mexican trucks were only allowed in a zone near the border. The agreement will 

allow them to drive all over the US. 

It was hailed by business groups, who said that the removal of tariffs will open the door to greater trade 

envisioned in 1994 when the NAFTA was supposed to give Mexican trucks complete access to US 

highways.  

But the teamsters union savaged the deal, saying that it would put unsafe Mexican trucks on US 

highways, and send good-paying US trucking jobs to Mexico, where the prices are lower. 

Teamsters President Jim Hoffa says that opening the border to dangerous trucks at a time of high 

employment and rampant drug violence is shameful abandonment of the DOT’s duty to protect 

American citizens from harm, and to spend American tax dollars responsibly. Business groups saw the 

agreement differently, saying that it would help stimulate the US economy by lifting tariffs that the US 

government says were as high as 25% on $2 billion worth of American produce, and manufactured 

goods shipped to Mexico.  

Meanwhile the Mexican government says that it believes this agreement will fulfill the US’ commitment 

to the NAFTA, and it expects that the US will remain committed to that agreement from this point 

forward.  

The spokesman for the Mexican Embassy in Washington, Ricardo Alday, says that they are expecting this 

to become to final track towards the full US compliance with NAFTA regulations. They are also expecting 

the US to abide by the rules.  



Alday has expressed hope that the agreement would become a successful bridge between these two 

nations, but said that there will also be more work in the future, in order to preserve real trade. He says 

that it was about time that this had already moved forward, and that it is not yet a permanent solution.  

Mexico and the United States sealed a deal that marks the end of a years-long dispute over how far past 

the border long haul tractor trailers can travel. 

Currently, tractor trailers that have entered the US from Mexico are limited to travelling within a 20 to 

25 mile radius of ports of entry, as are the US trucks who are travelling in and to Mexico. That comes 

despite the cross-border, and the long haul trucking program that was included as an original provision 

of the NAFTA, which was signed in 1994. 

A pilot project that was launched in 2007 was suspended in 2009, which has led to the Mexican 

government to place costly tariffs on more than $2 billion in American goods. Wednesday’s agreement 

means that those tariffs will also be gradually eliminated, with 50 percent being rescinded in the first 10 

days, according to a statement given by the US Department of Transportation.  

The statement also says that this new program puts safety first, and paves the way for Mexico to lift 

their tariffs that were imposed more than two years ago. Pursuant to an agreement that was signed by 

the US Trade of Representatives and the Secretaria de Economia of the United Mexican States, Mexico 

will soon lift their retaliatory tariffs on more than $2 billion in United States manufactured goods and 

agricultural products, providing opportunities to increase US exports to Mexico and expanding job 

creation in the US.  

Mexican authorities have also said that the remaining tariffs will be suspended 10 days after the first 

Mexican truck is given provisional authority to operate on US roadways. A DOT official who has spoken 

on background says that the FMCSA would start receiving applications from carriers, now that the 

Federal Register Notice is public. Applicants would then be subject to the FMCSA’S application review 

process and other requirements before they would get their provisional operating authority.  

Under the guidelines that are agreed to, these Mexican trucks must also contain electronic-monitoring 

systems to ensure hours of service requirements. These English language tests and drug screenings will 

also become a requirement for applicants that are seeking greater access to the US roadways.  

This move drew the chagrin of truckers’ unions, who have lashed out at the proposal since it was given a 

new life earlier this year. They also claim that the move not only jeopardizes the safety of American 

motorists, but it is also especially risky since Mexico’s current civil war that has pitted drug cartel groups 

against each other, and law enforcement. The Owner-Operator Independent Driver’s Association has 

accused the governments of acting in secret after learning that the agreement was signed with little 

advanced notice.  

The group has also blasted the arguments that the agreement benefits both countries, saying that US 

truckers know that they are at risk if they ever travel to Mexico.  



The association knows that a lot of truckers refuse to haul loads into Mexico because of safety concerns, 

noting that the Department of State has issued warnings against doing so on a regular basis.  

The Teamsters union says that the policy was also probably legal since Congress has not given DOT the 

authority to grant permanent operating authority to Mexican truckers who successfully pass through the 

pilot program.  

Hoffa also says in a statement that opening the border to these dangerous trucks at a time of high 

unemployment and rampant drug related violence is a shameful abandonment of the DOT’s duty to 

protect American citizens from harm, and to spend American tax dollars responsibly.  

The cross-border trucking program is a part of NAFTA, and the corporate North American Union agenda 

of further removing continental borders. If this becomes permanent and expanded, it could lower wages 

and lead to more American job losses. There is also the potential that it could destroy small and medium 

sized independent trucking companies. This allows Mexican trucks full access inside the US, which can 

be a safety issue, as well as a security threat which would increase drug and human smuggling.  

After the pilot trucking program was first announced, Republican Congressman Ron Paul said that rather 

securing the American borders, they also seem to be providing more pores for illegal aliens, drug 

dealers, and terrorists to permeate. He also says that in light of the drug cartel violence in Mexico, 

further securing the border should become a national security priority.  

So are these Mexican trucks considered safe? 

Critics have continued to pointed out that Mexico has no real system of driver training, licensing, drug 

testing, driver physical requirements, safety inspection, cargo latching security, and hazmat control or 

brake standards that match the US’.  

Concerns continue that in Mexico, compliance with the US Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance standards 

will be met by Mexican inspectors taking bribes, the typical method used in the country to get around 

onerous government regulations.  

The issue with Mexican trucks became rancorous during the last two years of the Bush administration, 

as Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters fought off repeated efforts by Congress to confine these 

Mexican trucks to a narrow 20-mile commercial area north of the southern border.  

The WND has also reported that after the Mexican truck project had started, an examination of the 

FMCSA database has revealed hundreds of safety violations by Mexican long-haul rigs on US roads under 

the project.  

In addition, the WND reports that in an argumentative Senate hearing in March 2008, North Dakota 

Democratic Sen. Byron Dorgan’s tight questioning got Peters to admit that Mexican drivers were being 

designated at the border as “proficient in English”, even though they could only explain US traffic signs 

in Spanish. In this tense hearing, Dorgan has accused Peters of being arrogant, and in reckless disregard 



of a congressional vote to prevent the Mexican trucking demonstration project by taking away the 

funds.  

The WND has also reported that the opposition in the house was led by Rep. DeFazio, who in September 

2007 has accused the Bush administration of having a stealth plan to allow Mexican long-haul rigs in US 

roads. 

DeFazio says that the administration of former President George W. Bush was hell-bent on opening their 

borders, but has failed to require that Mexican drivers and trucks meet the same safety and security 

standards as US trucks and drivers.  

Previously, Peters had argued that the wording of the Drogan amendment did not prohibit the 

Transportation Department from stopping a Mexican truck demonstration project that the DOT has 

already started on, even if this measure has prohibited the DOT from starting a new project.  

The Positive Impact of the Change that Allows Mexican Truckers to Operate in the US 

On February 22, US Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters, along with the Mexican Secretary of 

Transportation and Communication Luis Tellez, inaugurated an inspection progress that will apply to 100 

Mexican trucking companies that wish to become certified to operate a US territory beyond the current 

20 mile commercial zone. Six months from now, a proportional number of US trucking companies will 

begin a process to permit their operation in Mexican territory.  

This event fulfills a commitment made 12 years ago under the NAFTA to allow trucking companies to 

operate on either side of the border, to support the trade of goods that were enabled by the NAFTA. 

The idea of facilitating transportation along with trade is sound and consistent with the agreements that 

were made between high trade neighbor countries around the world, particularly in Europe. It is in the 

interest of exporters and consumers on both sides of the US-Mexican border to reduce the 

extraordinary inefficiency that characterizes truck movements that execute close to 5 million crossings 

per year at 21 points. The current process adds on an average of 5 hours and $85 to $120 dollars per 

crossing. The independent Mexican Institute for Competitiveness estimates savings of approximately 

$250 million a year from the opening of the border to trucking services.  

A brief history of these relevant events include:  

- Until 1982, Mexican trucking companies could enter US territories with some freedom 

-1995: The US prohibits entry of Mexican trucks. Mexico eventually returns the favor.  

-2000: NAFTA dispute resolution panel rules in favor of Mexico ordering opening of the US 

border 

-2001: In January, President Bush has promised to abide by the panel’s ruling. In September, 

world events have distracted the US attention from Latin America and raise security concerns 

not previously considered. 



-2002: Rules that were established for Mexican truckers to enter the US, include: Drivers must 

be able to speak English, possess insurance, meet licensing and medical requirements, as well as 

security requirements.  

-2007: Pilot program launched, the first actionable step towards making the vision operational. 
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